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S ince our beginning in 1997, IJM has worked closely with churches of all shapes and sizes. 
We’ve been inspired by their stories as they have engaged in the work of justice. We’ve in-

cluded a few stories of these model churches as an encouragement to you. In their stories, you will 
notice common themes of courage, perseverance, purpose and joy. None of these stories describes 
a perfect trajectory toward justice ministry - we call these churches models because they model 
just what the process looks like. There is always a lot to learn, and the journey is seldom without 
its setbacks. But the grace to us lies in that fact that, while our efforts are decidedly and merely 
human, God is pleased to work through us regardless.

We are always adding more stories of model churches to the For Churches section of IJM’s Web 
site.  We invite you to read these stories –and to share your own with us as you continue in your 
justice journey.

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church – Lake Oswego, Oregon

There has long been a focus on outreach ministry at Lake Grove Presbyterian Church in  
Lake Oswego, Oregon.  This focus intensified in 1995 when the church partnered with World 
Vision to serve the Wolof people of Senegal.  LGPC members Clay and Maggie Creps were per-
sonally involved in this mission for years, eventually developing close relationships with some of 
the World Vision staff.  In 2001, one of the staff gave Clay a copy of Gary Haugen’s Good News 
About Injustice.  The book opened Clay’s eyes to God’s passion for justice.  It was convicting for 
Clay, but also provided him with a vision of how he could use his training and experience as an 
attorney to serve God.  In response, Clay and a friend taught an eight-week class on the book on 
Sunday mornings.  

Shortly thereafter, LGPC invited IJM staff members to their church for a visit.  In 2004, Clay 
became a Justice Advocate through a pilot program funded by the Murdock Trust in the Pacific 
Northwest. In the meantime, LGPC began another partnership with World Vision in Zambia.  
During trips to Zambia, several church members were able to visit IJM’s office in Lusaka, Zambia. 
In the summer of 2005, Clay traveled in advance of the rest of the church’s Zambia mission team 
and spent almost a week working in the Lusaka office, interviewing potential clients and teaching 
at churches regarding property rights and wills.  All the while, Clay reported on his experiences 
to LGPC.  

Clay’s wife Maggie also developed a passion for the work of justice and discovered she could serve 
God through IJM’s work.  She became a Justice Advocate, traveling to Guatemala and Bolivia on 
a vision trip that exposed her to IJM field offices and casework in these countries.  Looking to 
further support IJM’s work, she spearheaded Portland’s first IJM Benefit Dinner.

Both Clay and Maggie have valued attending IJM’s yearly Global Prayer Gathering in Washing-
ton, D.C.  The chance to gather with hundreds of IJM supporters and Field Office Directors from 
around the world in a time of sustained worship and prayer is rejuvenating for the couple.  They 
return each year to Lake Oswego on fire to share the Biblical call to justice with their community 
and raise support for IJM’s work.

LGPC’s partnership with IJM has led to a greater focus on issues related to Biblical justice both 
among the pastoral staff and the members.  Having the issue pushed to the forefront by several 
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involved members of the congregation has encouraged the pastors to include Biblical justice more 
frequently in sermons and to incorporate it in the education curriculum.  In particular, the Direc-
tor of Youth Ministries has initiated a program among both junior and senior high youth every 
May called “May Justice Reign” month.  The high school youth go through the Justice Mission 
Curriculum and listen to speakers on issues related to Biblical justice. The congregation at large 
has also begun giving financially to IJM – since 2006, IJM has appeared as a line item on the 
church’s annual budget.

Although initially it seemed Clay and Maggie were lone voices, with perseverance, patience and 
love, they continued to bring IJM and the issue of Biblical justice to the attention of the pastoral 
staff and the missions committee at LGPC.  The concept gained momentum and the result has 
been a church that is talking about Biblical justice and that is increasingly having members take 
an active role in educating others about justice and taking steps to live out God’s call.

Crossroads Church – Cincinnati, Ohio

Crossroad’s involvement in justice ministry started when Brian Wells, the church’s teaching  
pastor at the time, read Gary Haugen’s book Good News About Injustice.  Desiring to know more, 
Brian and other leaders from Crossroads visited IJM’s Headquarters in Washington D.C., and met 
with staff.   This meeting helped foster a relationship between Crossroads and IJM and further 
ignited a desire for action.  Wanting to share the message of justice with the rest of the church, 
the leadership staff invited IJM President Gary Haugen to come speak to the congregation in the 
summer of 2005.

The congregation responded with a strong desire to get involved in the work of justice.  The church 
funded IJM’s exploration of a possible new field office in a country in which Crossroads was al-
ready heavily involved in ministry.  Beyond this very generous funding, a team of researchers and 
writers at Crossroads assembled a Deployment Briefing Guide that became a vital document to all 
IJM staff deploying to the region.  When IJM determined that a new office would not be the best 
response to the needs of the country at the end of the exploratory period, Crossroads pressed on.

Rather than viewing the office exploration as a failure or setback, Crossroads began exploring 
new avenues for involvement. Desiring to combat sex trafficking, Crossroads began partnering 
with IJM’s casework in South Asia. In the past two years, multiple leaders and volunteers from 
Crossroads have visited the region to better understand the work of IJM in the field.  

In 2008, Gary Haugen spoke at Crossroads again, this time during an all-church event called 
Consumed.  Gary spoke to the congregation about IJM’s dependence on prayer.  Since then, vol-
unteers have been meeting regularly to pray specifically for the mission of IJM in South Asia.  
Further, in response to the Consumed series, the people of Crossroads decided to increase their 
giving to IJM, specifically funding work in South Asia.

Currently, Crossroads is focused on engaging the work of justice in three ways.  First, they have 
focused their partnership energies on improving aftercare for victims of sex trafficking in South 
Asia, working to provide resources to enable victims to be fully reintegrated into life and work 
folloing their rescue.  Second, they are seeking to use the full range of talent in the church. Artists, 
writers, researchers, marketers, and other professionals have all been actively involved in their 
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work to end the sex trade. Finally, they are committed to using IJM’s mission training tools as 
they engage in service trips around the world. This training has prepared short-term mission teams 
from Crossroads to see, understand and begin to engage the issues of justice they will encounter 
in the countries they visit.

Crossroads has also become involved locally by establishing relationships with Cincinnati-based 
organizations involved in the fight for justice and engaging volunteers to participate in meaningful 
projects:

•	 Crossroads is a founding partner of the Cincinnati Rescue and Restore Coalition.  
One small group at Crossroads identified a victim of human trafficking and referred 
the victim and their family to the Coalition.  They are currently one of the first 
families to test the support system for human trafficking victims in Cincinnati.  

•	 Former Haitian slave Jean R. Cadet has been worshipping at Crossroads, and 
Crossroads congregants have been learning about the problem of domestic 
servitude in Haiti from him.  Crossroads has partnered with the Jean R. Cadet 
Restavec Foundation to develop a comprehensive report on the restavek system 
of child slavery in Haiti.  A  team of volunteers will be traveling to Haiti with 
Jean R. Cadet to see the problem of domestic servitude first hand and consider 
ways in which to bring hope to the lives of vulnerable Haitian children.  

•	 In partnership with the National Underground Railroad Museum 
Freedom Center’s Partnership for Human Freedom and Polaris Project, 
Crossroads volunteers (attorneys, researchers, social workers) are writing 
a comprehensive report on Human Trafficking in Cincinnati.  

First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley – Berkeley, California

For years, First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley (FPCB) has viewed justice as a key value  
in its compassion and outreach ministries. The congregation explored God’s call to justice as  
they sought to address needs in their community by serving the local homeless population and 
partnering with local non-profit organizations to provide for underserved students in the public 
school system. 

As members engaged in the work of justice locally, the congregation also desired to get involved 
in justice work globally. FPCB’s leadership invited IJM President Gary Haugen to speak to the 
congregation about the Biblical call to justice. In response to the message, a group began meet-
ing together to study Good News About Injustice and formed a Justice Taskforce (JTF) in order 
to learn about justice issues, to educate their church, and to determine what actions they could 
take as a congregation. This group spearheaded a trip to Thailand, where they visited IJM’s field 
office and the staff of one of IJM’s aftercare partners.  Over the next several years, the JTF began a 
letter-writing campaign on behalf of victims of genocide in Darfur, held a special service on justice 
issues, and wrote articles and held forums to educate the congregation. 
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Though the response to these activities was encouraging, the JTF struggled to gain broad sup-
port and participation from the larger congregation.  Despite challenges over the years, the JTF 
remained persistent in their efforts, sending members to IJM’s annual Global Prayer Gathering in 
Washington, D.C., and focusing on educating the church at large. In 2008, they began work to 
mobilize FPCB as an abolitionist church, and they hosted a summer institute class on slavery and 
trafficking.  This class draws upon scripture in the call to end slavery, explores ways to respond to 
the needs of victims, and proposes tangible steps to combat this injustice. 

As the church has stepped forward in its justice journey, a constant in FPCB’s growing focus and 
development has been its pastoral leadership and teaching. FPCB Senior Pastor Mark Labberton’s 
book The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living Out God’s Call to Justice was published in 2007. In 
the book, Mark connects Christian worship with Biblical justice, exploring God’s desire that our 
worship be integrated with our actions.  

The commitment and focus of pastoral leadership has led to the development of three initiatives 
in the church. First, FPCB highlights issues of injustice in its annual Global Church Conference. 
Conference themes have included “HIV and the Heart of God” and “Global Slavery and the 
Plague of Poverty.”  These conferences keep the church congregation educated, engaged, and 
responding to these justice issues.

Second, the congregation initiated  “Do Justice” Saturday. On this day, the community gathers 
to focus its efforts on local projects that are developed to address justice issues. Projects include 
making caregiver kits for local AIDS service providers, serving underfunded public schools and 
building low-income housing.   

Third, the congregation has added a new worship service in which congregants connect worship 
and Biblical justice through tangible acts of compassion and justice.  Each week, worshippers are 
invited to engage in some activity together that has a targeted and tangible result in mind.
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Human Trafficking
•	 Genesis 37: 17-36: Joseph sold by his brothers
•	 Deuteronomy 24:7
•	 Joel 3: God responding to the treatment of his people

Slavery
•	 Deuteronomy 23:15: letting a slave enjoy refuge with you
•	 Jeremiah 22: 13-30
•	 Amos 2: 6-7: God’s wrath over injustice
•	 Acts 16: Paul and Silas free the fortune-telling slave girl and are imprisoned
•	 Nehemiah 5:5: children of the powerless as slaves to the powerful

Prostitution
•	 Leviticus 19:29

Rape/Violence
•	 Hab. 2: 15-17

Rape
•	 Deut. 22:25-27: perpetrator accountability 
•	 2 Sam. 13:9-14: Tamar and Amnon (violent force)

Police Brutality
•	 Mark 14:65: Christ suffers police brutality (see also, Luke 22:63-65)
•	 Acts 16:23-24: Paul and Silas 

Illegal Land Seizure
•	 Deut. 27:17
•	 Job 20:19
•	 Proverbs 23:10

Illegal  Imprisonment 
•	 Acts 4:1-4: Paul and Silas
•	 Acts 5:18
•	 Acts 8:3
•	 Acts 12: Peter

Injustice
•	 Hab. 1:3-4
•	 Luke 11:42: pharisees
•	 Exodus 23: 1-9: laws of justice and mercy
•	 Leviticus 19:15
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